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TAKE THE TIME TO CREATE A GRID LAYOUT;
DOING SO WILL CREATE A SIMPLE, STRAIGHT FORWARD INSTALLATION

1. Determine which walls are square and unsquare.
(In most cases an exterior wall will be your most square wall)
2. Visually inspect the area and determine a logical / asthetic place to begin laying the first tile.

3.Measure the length and width of the room.

Based on the tile and room size, calculate where the first tile will start and the last tile will end.

If the last tile results in a small cut tile (less than 1/2 full tile size), consider shifting the first laid tile back to
offset the smaller cut on the opposite of the room.

Marking The Grid 24 3/8”

1. Determine the grout joint width to be used.
(Example: 3/16”) tile

2. Calculate the length of 2 full tiles INCLUDING 1 2»
two grout joint widths. (fig.1) — —

12” tile
* 3/16” grout joint
(fig.1) 12 tile
* 3/16” grout joint
=24 3/8”

tile
«—12”

3. Snap chalk lines at the determined length (Example 24 3/8”)
off the squarest wall. Continue snapping lines at this interval
across the entire room.
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4. Snap chalk lines at the same determined length (Example 24 3/8”)
intersecting the previous chalk lines across the entire room,
creating individual squares which will be later filled with 4 full tiles.

Using The Grid

1. Spread thinset within each quadrant, taking care NOT to cover
the chalk lines.

2. Place tile 1 so it aligns with the chalk lines as shown.
3. Tiles 2 & 3 will contact only one chalk line as shown.

4. Tile 4 should not touch any chalk lines, being spaced away from
the nearest chalk lines by a full grout joint width (in this case 3/16")

5. Space the tiles evenly within each quadrant (using spacers to help).
With one grid complete, begin the next grid.
Work on one grid at a time, until complete.

Subfloor & substrate are key factors to a successfull tile installation. Consult the current TTMAC
(Terrazzo Tile and Marble Association of Canada) Handbook for specific subfloor requirements.
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Be sure to use the correct thinset mortar for your application.
Ensure the subfloor is tile ready, clean and free from dust or debris.

Trowel Selection

The correct trowel notch size is critical, ensuring a reliable & strong tile installation. /

By using the correct trowel notch size (relative to the size of the tile), the mortar provides both a
bonding and support bed for the tile. Consult your tile salesperson to choose the trowel notch size.

Mixing Thinset

Pour water into a clean pail, add thinset powder. Mix thinset per manufacturer’s
guidelines with mixing paddle or suitable mixing tool until well blended and free of
lumps. Allow 10 minutes to slake, remixing thinset once more before using.

Spread Thinset

“Comb” the area in a uniform direction, keeping the trowel at a consistant angle to ensure
there are no high/low spots. Once the mortar is spread, do not allow the thinset to dry or
form a “skin” before placing tiles. For this reason, work in smaller areas, spreading no
more thinset than you can cover with tile in 5 minutes.

If the mortar “skins over”, remove the thinset with the flat backside of the trowel,

then re-apply fresh thinset to continue tilipg

“Comb” thinset evenly in
each grid, using a notched
trowel.

These “combed” lines
should remain upright and
may slightly sag.

tar consistancy, touch the thinset with
hinset does not stick to your finger, it will
tile and vice-versa.

ise mortar ratio and remix.

Laying Tiles
Before placing tiles onto the “combed” thinset, “backbutter” each tile by spreading thinset onto the back
of each tile (using the flat side of a trowel) filling in the void/depressons on the backside of the tile.

Place the “backbuttered tile” onto the freshly “combed” thinset. Firmly push and twist the tile into
place to ensure proper adhesion.

Use a wet grouting sponge to clean uncured thinset off the tile surface while installing tiles.

*Refer to mortar manufacturer’s recomendation for curing.

Once the mortar has cured, use a utility knife to remove any excess thinset which may be protruding
from the grout lines.
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This guide does NOT apply to installation of epoxy or urethane grouts!
This guide applies ONLY to standard cement based grouts.

Mixing Grout _ A et

-

Pour water into a clean pail, add grout powder. Mix grout per manufac ﬁf"; ’s
guidelines with mixing paddle or suitable mlxmg tool util we
free of lumps. ;

Spread Grout

Use a grout float to spread grout ov_ér the tiles:LleRlglte

the grout joints. Spread at an angle t joints —
dually using the float to * squeegee e the tile i = rumasern
surface. SR -

Timing
Wait too long and the grout w
wash too soon and the grout F —
Grout must be allowed proper time t}h set*up Within t grout joints bef ing. ending on grout
brand, temperature and humldlty, averagewalt fime |s110;30 njlnutes (checlg, manuﬁacturer s Buidelines)

Verify grout readiness by touchmg a grout joint with a finger. If the grout sticks to your finger, it is too soft
and will wash away with the sponge. If the grout does NOT stick to your finger, proceed with initial washing.

Initial Wash

Using a pail of clean water, wet a
grouting sponge. Wring it out while
leaving it fairly damp. Using circular
motions, wash the tiled area. The
sponge should wash and massage the
grout into the joints. Be gentle on the
grout joints to avoid washing out all the
grout. Once first wash is complete, wait
before proceeding with final wash.

Final Wash

This wash will clean 99% of the grout off the ftiles.

Use a pail of clean water, wet the sponge, but wring it out very well.
Wash only 1-2 tiles each swipe, using only the clean side of a sponge .
Rinse the sponge often to avoid spreading grout residue over the clean
surface. Repeat until entire area is complete.

*Refer to grout manufacturer’s recomendation for curing time.

Once the grout has cured from being washed, a slight grout “haze” may
be present on the tile surface. This can be dusted off with a dry rag.
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A KITCHEN BACKSPLASH IS THE PERFECT PLACE TO START FOR A FIRST TIME TILER.

A kitchen backsplash requires very little prep work. A drywall backing is sufficient.
If the drywall is new/bare, apply 1 coat of primer before tiling. If the wall is already painted, scuff the paint up
with rough sandpaper to provide a better bonding surface.

Turn the breakers off for the backsplash plugs. Unscrew the faceplate covers + wall receptacles.

Where to start?

To start, measure the height between the countertop to the top cabinets.
(This step is important, as cabinets which are not level must be compensated for when planning the tile layout.

The layout pattern for a kitchen backsplash will vary, however, most are installed using either 1 of 2 methods;
1- Start from the outside edges tiling inward, towards the inside corners of a kitchen.
2- Use a central point, like a stove range, install the tile outwards in both directions.

Spread adhesive directly to the wall, using the correct notched trowel, on an area no bigger than can be tiled in a
few minutes. For smaller areas, you may spread adhesive directly to the back of a tile.

If the adhesive starts to “skin-over” before you can tile (touch with your finger to see if it’s still tacky) scrape it off
with the backside of your trowel and reapply new fresh adhesive.

When installing the first row of tiles along the countertop, use cardboard (torn from a box of tiles) to act as a
spacer for the bottom/first row of tiles where they rest against the countertop.

This gap will allows for movement between the countertop and tiled backsplash providing a void for caulking to
penetrate once the grouting is completed.

Allow a slight gap for movement/caulking on inside corners where the tiles will meet. Once the first row of tile is
installed, continue upwards with the second and consecutive rows of tile, using spacers between each row.
A tile trim edge profile should be used to finish off all outside exposed edges of tile.

Cut around plug-ins using a 4”
diamond blade mounted to an angle
grinder. Ensure the plug faceplate will
cover the cut completely.

Tile must be behind the tabs of the
receptacle providing support for the
plug-in itself.

Grouting

Refer to the grouting section in t
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ADVANCES IN WATERPROOFING TECHNOLOGY MAKE SHOWERS/TUB EASY TO PREP + INSTALL.

Note: Constructing a steam shower requires further vapor proofing techniques, with additional precautions.

Preparation

This is the most important step!

A waterproofed tub/shower will provide protection against leaks which would normally result in water damage.
Ubau™ waterproofing sheets replace drywall and are easy to install by simply screwing them to the studwork.
Cement board/greenboard drywall are NOT waterproof and require a surface applied waterproofing.

Where to start?

Install the tile in this order:
1) Ceiling 2) Shower Floor (if applicable) 3)Wall(s)

Tiling
To start, measure the heights between the shower floor/tub surround and the ceiling.
(This step is important as an unlevel ceiling or tub must be compenstated for when planning the tile layout).

Basic wall / ceiling / floor layout methods are:

-(Fig.B) Back wall: Tiling outwards from the center of the back wall (cuts on the inside wall intersections).
-(Fig.B) Start from the outside edges tiling inward, towards the inside corners.

-Ceiling tiles may be installed on a 45° pattern (or with a different size tile) to avoid matching wall grout joints.
-A shower floor has 2% slope for water drainage. For this reason, mosaic tile is often used, to follow the slope
gradient. Larger tiles can only be used if they are cut to follow the slope gradients.

Spread thinset with the notched trowel directly to the wall. Then “back butter” each tile with the flat backside of
your trowel. Push and twist the tile firmly into place.

If the adhesive starts to “skin-over” before you can tile (touch with your finger to see if it’s

still tacky) scrape it off with the backside of your trowel and reapply new fresh adhesive.

When installing the first row of tiles on the wall, use pieces of cardboard (torn from a box of tiles) to act as a
spacer for the bottom/first row of tiles where they rest against the shower floor/tub. This gap will allows for
movements between the shower floor/tub and the walls providing a void for caulking which will seal the
installation to penetrate the joint once the grouting is completed.(Fig C)
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Refer to grouting section in this manual.




