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1. Determine which walls are square and unsquare.
(In most cases an exterior wall will be your most square wall)

  

3. Snap chalk lines at the determined length (Example 24 3/8”)
 

 

 

the chalk lines. 
1 

3. Tiles 2 & 3
4. Tile 4

 With one grid complete, begin the next grid. 

1. Spread thinset within each quadrant, taking care NOT to cover 

so it aligns with the chalk lines as shown. 

 will contact only one chalk line as shown. 

 should not touch any chalk lines, being spaced away from 
the nearest chalk lines by a full grout joint width (in this case 3/16”) 

2. Calculate the length of INCLUDING 
two grout join

 

1. Determine the grout joint width to be used.  
(Example: 3/16”) 

Using The Grid

Marking The Grid

4. Snap chalk lines at the same determined length 

43

21

(Example 24 3/8”)

3. Measure the length and width of the room. 
Based on the tile and room size, calculate where the first tile will start and the last tile will end.
If the last tile results in a small cut tile (less than 1/2 full tile size), consider shifting the first laid tile back to 
offset the smaller cut on the opposite of the room.

(using spacers to help).



Place the  onto the freshly “combed” 

uncured thinset

Pour water into a clean pail, add thinset powder. Mix thinset per manufacturer’s 
guidelines
lumps. Allow 10 minutes to slake, remixing thinset once more before using. 

“Comb”
there are no high/low spots. Once the mortar is spread, do not allow the thinset to dry or 

If the mortar “skins over”, remove the thinset w at backside of the trowel, 
then re-apply fresh thinse ing. 

Mixing Thinset

Spread Thinset

Laying Tiles

To verify correct mortar consistancy, touch the thinset with 

“Comb” thinset evenly in 
each grid, using a notched 
trowel. 
These “combed” lines 
should remain upright and 
may slightly sag. 

from the grout lines. 



the grout joints. Spread at an angle to the grout joints, 

surface. 

Using a pail of clean water, wet a 

leaving it fairly damp. Using circular 

sponge should wash and massage the 
grout into the joints. Be gentle on the 
grout joints to avoid washing out all the 
gr rst wash is complete, wait 
before pr wash. 

Use a pail of clean water, wet the sponge, but wring it out very well. 

surface. 

Final Wash

Spread Grout

Pour water into a clean pail, add grout powder. Mix grout per manufacturer’s 
guidelines 

Mixing Grout

 

and into

Timing
Wait too long and the gr to w
wash too soon and the grout will wash out of the joints!

10-30 minutes. (check manufacturer’s guidelines)

Once the grout has cured from being washed, a slight grout “haze” may 



Cut around plug-ins using a 4” 
diamond blade mounted to an angle 

Tile must be behind the tabs of the 
receptacle  providing support for the 



Where to start?

Tiling
T
-

-

-


